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Conditional Use Permit for the Women’s Transition Center Properties (722, 732, 
and 736 N.E. Couch Street, Portland, Oregon)  
 
A Conditional Use Permit (CUP) was issued October 16, 1996, to the Department of 
Community Corrections for operation of the Couch Street Transitional Housing at 722, 
732 & 736 NE Couch Street.  These properties are located in the EX, Central 
Employment zone and are subject to a “d” overlay, Design zone.   Key conditions of the 
CUP approval are: 
 
 (1) The facility is classified as a post incarceration, group living facility.  
Occupancy is described as up to 10 women and 20 children.  The EX zone does not 
impose a maximum residential density for group living facilities, so the number of 
residents is a factor of the combined floor area and the building code.   The CUP is 
required for post-incarceration programs.  Group living facilities for other types of 
community service programs would be allowed by right in the EX zone.  
 
 (2) Loss of CUP status – Portland P&Z Code § 33.815.050 provides that: “If a 
conditional use is discontinued for 3 continuous years, the conditional use rights are 
lost.  If a conditional use ceases operations, even if the structure or materials related to 
the use remain, the use has been discontinued.” The three year timeline 
commenced September 3, 2012, when the last residents moved out. 
 
 (3) Minimum spacing between CUP group living facilities.  A group living 
facility that is a conditional use must be at least 600 feet away from a site with any other 
group living facility that is also a conditional use. 
 
 (4) Expansion of facility -   Portland P&Z Code § 33.815.040 provides that the 
building floor area or the improved site area may be expanded up to 1,500 SF by right, 
up to 10%  through a Type II (Director’s approval) procedure and over 10%, up to a 
maximum of 25,000 SF through a Type III (public hearing before a Hearings Officer) 
procedure.  
 
This memo is a summary.  It does not represent nor warrant any 
proposed use.  Applicants are directed to independently satisfy with 
applicable authorities that their proposed use(s) are allowed. 
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