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Bridge Section Organization



• Sauvie Island Bridge
• Broadway Bridge
• Burnside Bridge
• Morrison Bridge
• Hawthorne Bridge
• Sellwood Bridge

Willamette River Bridges

We Operate, Preserve, & Maintain



• 22 smaller bridges and 
viaducts in east county 
cities, unincorporated 
east county

• Only one in 
unincorporated west 
county (NW Reeder 
Road on Sauvie Island)

Other County Bridges

Stark Street Bridge



– Perform preventive 
maintenance and 
repairs

– Bridge inspections
– Respond to bridge 

emergencies
– Support County Roads, 

other County programs, 
other agencies

Bridge Maintenance Services



• Local funding for Willamette River Bridge 
maintenance is inflation indexed:
– $3.1 million for FY2021-2022

• Local funding for maintaining 22 smaller 
county bridges is not inflation indexed 
– Funding for smaller bridges competes with 

road maintenance funding
– Smaller budget than WRB’s

Budget Notes



• Like all County Transportation Division 
programs, bridge maintenance saw 2020 
budget cuts due to decline in gas tax 
(Covid) and impact of road capital projects

• Cut 2 FTE positions in bridge maintenance 
(out of 13 FTE) 

2020 Budget Cuts



• Small capital projects
– Hawthorne east viaduct sidewalk widening
– Hawthorne viaduct bus stop widening
– Hawthorne viaduct bike lane delineators

Work that impacts bicyclists and pedestrians



• Keeping sidewalks and bike lanes clear
– Remove trash, leaves, gravel, accident debris
– Street sweeper for traffic and bike lanes

• Monthly sweeping by contractor
• Portland uses mini-sweeper for Burnside bike 

lanes due to narrow width (curb to candlesticks)
– Clear sidewalks
– Wash stairs

Work that impacts bicyclists and pedestrians



Broadway Bridge sidewalk 
railing after vehicle crash



Broadway Bridge 
sidewalk railing 

after repair



• Winter weather
– County plows bridge traffic and most bike 

lanes with truck plow
– County plows bridge sidewalks and Burnside 

bike lanes with gator
– Response and tools used varies based on 

type of snow/ice
– Portland provides backup support

Work that impacts bicyclists and pedestrians



Removing snow with push 
blower from Morrison Bridge



Removing 
snow from 

Burnside 
sidewalk. Bike 
lanes were on 

opposite 
(south) side of 
bridge during 
construction.



• Graffiti removal
• Accident clean-up

Other work that impacts 
bicyclists and pedestrians

Crash on Hawthorne  Bridge



Resurfaced Hawthorne  
Bridge shared path on 

east viaduct



Special projects

Replacing the 
downhaul 
cables on 

Hawthorne 
drawbridge 

(summer 2021)



Loading in material for 
downhaul cables



Removing 
original 

drawbridge 
motor from 

Morrison 
Bridge.



New historic plaque on Morrison Bridge  
honoring site of one of Oregon’s first African 

American owned businesses



Questions and Comments?


