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Latest IPCC report: On a path to likely exceed 1.5°C during 21st 
century (based on COP 26 2030 commitments)

We are seeing the impacts



At a local level: Emissions
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At a local level: Our energy utility service

Check your utility’s electricity mix here

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/energy-oregon/Pages/Electricity-Mix-in-Oregon.aspx


PGE

About 61% fossil fuel



Pacific Power

About 75% fossil fuel



NW Natural



Multnomah County’s clean energy goals 



At a local level: Energy burden



At a local level: Energy injustice



Multnomah County’s Energy Justice Goals 

How do we get there? 



Multnomah County’s Clean Energy Goals 

100% of electricity needs by 
2035

100% of energy needs by 
2050



Multnomah County’s Clean and Just Energy Goals 

2% via community-based RE

Including low-income residents in social, 
economic, and environmental benefits 

Prioritize recruitment of women and BIPOC 
communities in clean energy workforce

Partnership with OR tribes and native 
communities, communities of color, 
low-income communities to address 
environmental, economic, social inequities



Environmental Justice Resolution

Environmental justice (EJ) is the equal 
protection from and equitable distribution of 
environmental health hazards, burdens, and 
benefits. 

Office of Sustainability to apply EJ lens in all 
relevant areas of our work. 



How do we get there? 

Federal policy

State policy

Local policy



State energy policy: The legislature

Who decides? It is complicated

Credit: Heather Moline and Patty Rincon (NW Energy Coalition)



Oregon Energy Policy: Electricity

2035: 100% of community-wide electricity 
needs with renewable energy

● Coal to Clean: 45% renewables
● 100% Clean Energy for All: 90% below 

baseline emissions*.

*Average annual GHG emissions for 
2010-2012. Pacific Power, PGE, providers for 
large industrial/commercial customers



Oregon Energy Policy: Electricity 

2050: 100% of community-wide energy 
needs with renewable energy

● Coal to Clean: 50% renewables
● 100% Clean Energy for All: 100% 

below baseline emissions level by 
2040

Local governments can create programs.



Oregon Energy Policy: Energy Justice

● Justice is central to HB 2021 - possible 
due to EJ leadership

● Minimizing burden on EJ communities, 
and maximizing benefits to Oregon 
communities

● Engagement of EJ communities as 
utilities implement

● Grant program for community energy 
projects 



Oregon Energy Policy: Energy Justice

HB 2475 gives the PUC the authority to 
consider “differential energy burdens on 
low-income customers and other 
economic, social equity or environmental 
justice factors that affect affordability for 
certain classes of utility customers”

Procedural equity - funding for PUC 
participation



Agencies implement those laws

Who decides? It is complicated



Policy implementation: The Utilities

Check your utility’s electricity mix here

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/energy-oregon/Pages/Electricity-Mix-in-Oregon.aspx


Stakeholder processes



Multnomah County’s Energy Justice Goals 

How do we get there? 

State policy
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Decarbonization: Other Sectors



Decarbonization: Other Sectors



How do we get there? State energy policy

Who decides? It is complicated

Credit: Heather Moline and Patty Rincon (NW Energy Coalition)



Oregon Energy Policy: Clean Fuels Program

25% by 2035 

All about ‘carbon intensity’

10% by 2025

To move from

To



Oregon Energy Policy: Climate Protection Program

50% by 2035
90% by 2050 

Community 
Climate 

Investments



Environmental Justice: Co-pollutants



Energy Efficiency



Electrification & ‘Smart’ Grid



Resilience



What can you do?



Use less energy
“the greenest electron is the one not used”



Green your power
Voluntary renewables programs



Green your power
Community solar



Green your power
Make your own power



Flex your power
Organize and advocate



Questions?


