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A Note From Our Director

Greetings!

June is a month in which we reflect upon and celebrate Freedom: Pride month and
Juneteenth.

As I reflect on my own life experiences, only in my wildest imagination can I picture what
"freedom" might have meant to my ancestors. 

Earlier this month, to commemorate Memorial day, I went with my mother to lay flowers at
my ancestors' graves. One of them was my Great-Great-Grandmother's resting place. She
was born in 1865. I wondered if or how her parents celebrated Emancipation. I wondered
what her parents’ dreams were for her as a child. I wondered if in their wildest imagination,
they thought about what their children's children would be able to realize as free people. 

Could my Great-Great-Grandmother have imagined that I would be leading an initiative to
expand education to young children in our community? 

http://multco.us/preschool
https://studiobenola.com/
https://soundcloud.com/childrens-institute
https://soundcloud.com/childrens-institute/an-update-on-preschool-for-all-multnomah-county-with-leslee-barnes#t=0:00


The community asked us to bring this historic measure to life, and with that comes the
responsibility to build an initiative that takes into account the systemic inequities that are a
legacy of the enslavement of Black people. A major step in working to make Preschool for
All more inclusive has been prioritizing families who experience barriers to preschool for
the first slots.

In this first year, we received almost 1100 applications from families. 69% of the family
applications were for children who identified as Black, Indigenous or People of Color.
Please keep reading below for more details on family applications.  

I believe that a preschool system that creates the freedom for Black providers to be
successful, for families to have early education options that meet their needs, and where
children are celebrated for who they are would have exceeded my ancestors' wildest
imaginations.   

Sincerely, 

Leslee Barnes

 

2022-2023 Preschool for All
​Application Insights 



*We collect inclusive demographic information and families are able to select multiple
race/ethnicity categories. For this reason, the percentages in the chart add up to more than 100%.  

 
 

The Early Link Podcast by Children's Institute
Interview with Leslee Barnes



Listen to hear Leslee share updates about
Preschool for All

 
 

Updates & Important Dates
Preschool for All Community Meeting

This quarterly meeting is for community partners interested in learning more about our
work and progress. 

Register here: Tuesday, July 19th, 2:30-3:30 pm

Preschool for All Advisory Committee Meeting

The Preschool for All Advisory Committee meets quarterly to provide high level guidance
and feedback on initiative implementation. The next Advisory Committee Meeting will be
held on Wednesday, July 27th from 10:30 am- 12:30 pm.

Please visit this page to learn more about the group. 

 
 

https://multco-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEoce-trz8uGdTvqlZXNHNdEej7QiOPaO2l
https://www.multco.us/dchs/preschool-all-advisory-committee


 

Preschool & Early Learning (PEL) Staff
& Partner Highlight

 
 

"Working in early childhood education
taught me that we are taking the

initiative to repair, transform, and build
community. PFA is changing our society
because this program is an open door to
the wonder where childcare providers,
teachers, and assistants will flourish.

Parents and caregivers will have peace
of mind instead of being worried about

how they will pay for their children’s
earlier education. The beauty of this

program is that a diverse young
generation will continue developing

PEL Staff: Sara Garcia Gonzalez



social skills and learning about their own
talents at an earlier age."

She, her, ella
Office Assistant Senior ​

 
Our Partner: Abbey Parnall

She/her
Family Navigator

“The experience of being a Family
Navigator in this pilot year of

Preschool for All has been incredibly
gratifying and inspiring. The best part

of this position is making genuine
connections with the families we

serve. Hearing their stories and how
Preschool for All would make such a
significant difference in their lives has

moved me in a way that I did not
expect to be moved. I am so looking

forward to seeing this program
grow." 

 

What is Preschool for All (PFA)?
Voters in Multnomah County overwhelmingly supported “Preschool for All” on

Nov. 3, 2020 with over 64 percent of voters approving the measure.



Preschool for All will connect 3- and 4-year-olds in Multnomah County to
​free, inclusive, culturally responsive preschool experiences.

The program will grow over time and families who have the least access to high-quality
preschool will be prioritized for the first available slots.

The Preschool for All Plan is the framework for initiative implementation and it reflects
more than two years of engagement with community members including parents,

educators, culturally specific organizations, policy makers and early childhood specialists. 

Feedback or ideas for our upcoming newsletter issues?
​We'd love to hear from you!

​

Feedback Form

 
Subscribe to our

Newsletter

Preschool For All
Contact us at Preschoolforall@multco.us

Multnomah County | 209 SW 4th Ave , Portland, OR 97204

Unsubscribe richa.langella@multco.us

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

https://multco-web7-psh-files-usw2.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/FINAL-Preschool-for-All-Plan-July-2020.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7BnhgHBVmpnFnk-iX-okbeeb11SW8WGHJiIdZVg-hc2JT_A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5X5dhXvuKc7BLi0TzG3FhV5tRIXZUYH1xTem-NvalMXBHKQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.multco.us/dchs/preschool-all
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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