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VOTE NO ON 26-225—N0O NEW METRO TAXES
Metro is asking for a new tax levy even though it already has sufficient funds to operate all its parks.
Metro’s budgets show over the past 10 years:

* Property tax collections have increased 169% from $39 million to more than $105 million a
year.

e Spending on its parks and nature program has grown by nearly 175% from $48 million to $117
million a year.

Unfortunately, much of this money is not even being used to improve public access to Metro's parks.
In fact, most of Metro’s 18,000 acres of parklands are not open to use by taxpayers.

NO NEW METRO TAXES
In 2016, Metro imposed $81 million in property taxes for parks and nature.
In 2019, Metro imposed another $475 million in property taxes for parks and nature.

In 2020, Metro imposed TWO new income taxes amounting to $250 million a year for “supportive
housing services.”

Again, in 2020, Metro tried to impose another $250 million a year in payroll taxes to build light rail to
Bridgeport Village. By then, voters had enough and voted NO.

it's time to VOTE NO again.

Many Metro parks properties are gated and locked; most have inadequate signage so no one can find
them. Many are far outside the urban growth boundary. Some are miles away from public transit.

Even if you are lucky enough to find a Metro park, don’t even think about bringing your dog. Metro
prohibits dogs and other pets on virtually all its parklands. But, if you're rich enough to own a horse or
mountain bike, Metro’s newest park has 10 miles of trails for horseback riding and mountain biking.

Metro’s parks program is awash in tax money. There is no justification for this property tax levy,
regardiess of its stated purpose.

TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION OF OREGON URGES A NO VOTE ON 26-225

For more information follow us at OregonWatchdog.com.




ORS 261.235 JCVP-03

Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet
Measure Argument
o Important! Read all instructions before completing this form.

Use this form when filing a ‘*JCVP-03 Joint County Voters' Pamphlet Measure Argument’ with your County Elections
office. Please note thal each county produces a separate Counly Volers' Pamphlet. If the jurisdiction/district is
located in more than one counly, a separate JCVP-03 form must be filed with the appropriate fee or "JCVP-04 cerlified
petition’ to each county where the 'Measure Argument' is to be printed.

Filing Information

Election Date: ~_November 8, 2022 [] Amended Statement

D Argument in Favor E Argument in Opposition

Measure # 26 .225 Order#t_© ~7.

*This information furnished by" (as It should appear In the Voters' Pamphlet} Name of person required ORS 251.355(2)
Name of ;Jerspn: . Organization Name: ) '

(required) Eric Fruits, Ph.D. (it applicable) Cascade Policy Institute

Argument paid for or petition provided by:

Cascade Policy Institute Email: €ric@cascadepolicy.org
Name of person/organization paying or submitting petition for 'Measure Argument’
Phone: Cell: 503-928-6635 Work: 503-242-0200 Home:
Contact information for authorized changes:
Eric Fruits Email: €ric@cascadepolicy.org
Name of person authorized to make changes to ‘Measure Argument’
Pheone: Cell: 503-928-6635 Work: 503-242-0900 Home:
Filer Checklist for Measure Argument for County Voters' Pamphlet (VP) oy pa
2~
I:l Typewritten & signed JCVP-03 form and atiached ‘Measure Argument’ for County VP. m E‘é‘{ ~
n r“' m
D Fee or JCVP-04 cerlified petition {Petition ID # ) provided. 6‘:;_," M
D {If applicable) JCVP-02 Statement of Endorsement(s) #: . :j,c_ﬁ :E g
] word Count (325 MAX). Tz N M
== <
By sligning thls document, § (we) hereby state | {we) am (are) responsible for the content of this argument, (dﬂﬁgﬁ 4;3) m
[ ¥
P [ ]
Organlzation name persen(s) Is (are) authorlzed to represent, If applicable: ::' E‘, ;_ i
=
» ] 5 m
Eric Fruits d L - 4 Sepff’1 1, 2022
Printed name of person furnishing argument Signature of persen furnishing argument Date
Printed name of person furnishing argument Signature of person furnishing argument Date
Printed name of person furnishing argument Slignature of person furnishing argument Date --

Note: If this argument is not being filed by a registered Oregon Polilical Commiltee, you may be required to regisler as a polilical commitlee with lhe Secrelary of State.
Refer lo the Campaign Finance Manual lor further delalls.

For Offlce Use Only;

County: / / ’] Required Info? Yes O No Word Count (325 max): @Bﬂ\

Recelpt #: tz"( Z ( 2 Signed? a5 O No Providing digital copy? CE O No
Check #: l l Gl g Endorsemenls? O Yes#__ Q}No Recelved digilal copy? O Yes O No ?
Petition #: Intake Staff Initfats: \2(% Review Stafl Inllials: M

174
Page 1 of 1 JCVP.03

Revised 012020




VOTE NO ON 26-225: METRO HAS ENOUGH PARKS MONEY
Metro says they need more of your tax money for their parks and nature program.

They don’t need the money because Metro’s parks and nature program is already sitting on
$450 million of taxpayer money from the 2019 parks and nature bond measure.

Now, only three years later, they’re asking for $98 million more. They always want more.

Where does all that money go?
VOTE NO ON BUREAUCRATIC BLOAT

A huge chunk of the money goes into a black hole of bureaucratic bloat. Metro’s own oversight
committee reports that over the past three years, 30% of parks and nature spending has been
on “administration.”

Last year, Metro spent more than twice as much on administration as it did on park
improvements and operations.

YOU PAY THE TAXES, BUT YOU'RE NOT ALLOWED ON THE LAND

More than 80% of the land bought by Metro is completely off-limits to the region’s residents
and taxpayers. Metro won’t even show them on a map because they don’t want you to know
where they are.

Most of the land Metro buys is outside of the region’s urban growth boundary. Many of these
parcels are zoned farm or forest land and there are no plans to expand the UGB in that
direction. These lands don’t need any protecting.

NO NEW METRO TAXES

Metro already taxes your home. Metro already taxes your garbage and recycling. Metro
already taxes your personal income. Metro already taxes your business income. Everywhere
you turn, Metro is reaching into your pocket for more of your money.

Metro’s pushing hard to impose tolling and congestion pricing on everyone in the Portland
region. And, they want to tax you to make traffic jams worse.

Metro wants to tax every dollar you earn and every mile your drive. Tell Metro enough is
enough. Vote no on Metro’s latest tax grab.

VOTE NO ON 26-225




