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Jamie D. Howsley
jamie.howsley@jordanramis.com
WA Direct Dial: (360) 567-3913 
OR Direct Dial: (503) 598-5503 

PACWEST, 27th Floor 
1211 SW Fifth Avenue 
Portland, OR 97204 
T (503) 598-7070 
F (503) 598-7373 

April 21, 2023 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 

Hearings Officer Joe Turner 
c/o Chris Liu, Land Use Planner 
Land Use Planning Division 
Multnomah County Dept of Comm Serv 
1600 SE 190th Ave,  
Portland, OR 97233 

E-Mail: lup-hearings@multco.us and 
chris.liu@multco.us 

Re: Appeal of Lightcap Lot of Record Decision-New Evidence  

Dear Hearings Officer Turner: 

We take this opportunity to provide three maps and a deed demonstrating the interplay between the 
properties in 1985.  From our perspective the Lightcap parcel was a lot of historical lot of record as 
evidenced by maps (identified as Parcel 1 of the Miller Estate on attached map 1) and under the 
Chain of Title Exhibit A.4.   Again, the effect of the Looney consolidation and partition merely 
effectuated the correct boundary between the Looney and Lightcap parcel from the deed executed in 
1993.  No other portion of the Lightcap parcel has changed since it was deeded to them.  The parcel 
that the Lightcap’s own is a historical parcel that the Miller’s owned and sold to Bernet which predated 
zoning.   Again, we believe that the Looney partition merely had the effect of removing any interest 
they could claim in the Lightcap parcel.  We plan on elaborating on this more during final argument.     

We would also like to take this opportunity to reiterate the issue we raised at the hearing on the April 
14th that because the County most certainly knows the objective here is for the Lightcaps to submit 
building permits to build a residence on the property to both farm and actively manage the forestry on 
the property.  And therefore the County’s regulations are subject to Oregon’s Needed Housing statute 
in particular ORS 197.307(4) which requires that the County only apply clear and objective criteria to 
regulating housing.  And furthermore, the regulations cannot “…either in themselves or cumulatively” 
discourage needed housing.  ORS 197.307(4)(b).  We believe that the County continues to frustrate 
the efforts of the Lightcaps to construct a home on their parcel and by arguing that the property 
boundary is legal for the Looneys and not for the Lightcaps is not clear and objective, but rather a 
subjective decision which seems to take process over reality. As our office pointed out at the hearing 
the County already acknowledged the legal boundary by recording the partition that clearly references 
the deeds on the face of the document.   
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We look forward to providing a response next week to the County and our final argument.  Thank you 
for your careful consideration of the additional maps.  

Sincerely, 

JORDAN RAMIS PC 

Jamie D. Howsley 
Admitted in Oregon and Washington 

Attachments 

cc: Andy and Lisa Lightcap 
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Classification Map displaying all three parcels of the Miller Estate  tract in 1985 prior to sale.
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Red Line = Bernet/Looney Line of Interest
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Note: Parcel 1 remains undivided as per LE 14-92 & LE 49-92 and
case file T2-2018-10124
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Classification Map displaying all three parcels when Bernet sells portions of his tract to Looney in 1985
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