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Why are we going through this process? 
 
The Oregon Statewide Planning Goals and guidelines require planning for all the communities in the 
state.  The Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR’s) provide supporting legislation for communities 
working to implement the applicable Statewide Planning Goals.  The OAR that applies specifically to 
land use planning for Unincorporated Communities is OAR 660-022, also known as the 
Unincorporated Communities Rule   
 
The Unincorporated Communities Rule requires that established communities outside of urban growth 
boundaries be designated and planned as one of the four types of communities described in the Rule.  
Due to the characteristics of the Springdale Rural Center area, county staff has determined that it 
should be designated as a Rural Community.  Specific provisions for Rural Communities require that 
counties adopt rural community zoning designations for the uses within the area.  The type and extent 
of specific uses permitted are subject to provisions outlined in the Rule.   
 
The Springdale area is currently zoned as Rural Center, which allows single family residential uses 
outright and requires a conditional use review to establish some community service uses and 
commercial uses.  State rules for rural communities acknowledge that some concentrated areas of 
residential and commercial activities have come to exist outside of urban growth boundaries.  State 
guidelines for these areas help counties plan for these areas.  The state rule requires that counties 
identify and designate such areas, plan for permitted and prohibited uses, and anticipate future facility 
needs. This task aims to accomplish this and identify the appropriate designations for this area. 
 
What is the Unincorporated Communities Rule? 
 
Through the Unincorporated Communities Rule, the State has acknowledged that some communities 
have developed outside of urban growth boundaries to an extent that they are not entirely rural in 
nature.  State guidelines for these areas have been implemented to help counties plan for these areas 
and bypass a stringent “exceptions” process (detailed in statewide Goal 2, land use planning) in their 
planning efforts.  The rule requires that counties identify and designate such areas, plan for permitted 
and prohibited uses, and anticipate current and future facilities needs.   
 
The rule provides, first, for areas to be designated as either Urban Unincorporated Communities or 
one of three rural types of unincorporated communities.  An Urban Unincorporated Community 
contains over 150 permanent residential dwellings and a mixture of land uses, and is served by a 
community sewer and water system.   
 
According to the State Rule, Rural Unincorporated Communities may be defined as one of the three 
following types: 

• Resort Communities- established primary for recreation and resort purposes. 

• Rural Communities- consisting primarily of permanent residential dwellings, with at least two other 
land uses present (such as commercial, industrial or public uses). 

• Rural Service Centers- consisting primarily of commercial or industrial uses.  They provide goods 
and services to the surrounding rural area and to persons travelling through the area.   

 
In order to determine the appropriate designation for the Springdale area, county staff conducted a 
parcel-by-parcel inventory of the area.  The inventory included site visits, inspections of aerial 
photographs and Assessor data, and a land use overview. The current area of the Springdale Rural 
Center is defined by the extent of the Rural Center zoning district. The findings from this inventory are 
illustrated in the land use map we have provided.   
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What does this task accomplish? 
 
This task will determine the type of community Springdale is and guide us in planning for that type of 
community.  Data collection including an inventory of existing uses, services and infrastructure is 
being conducted. We will be doing community outreach to discover issues, concerns, and the vision of 
the community of Springdale.  The final product of this task includes a community plan and zoning 
consistent with the findings of the public process our research, and state requirements.  
 
The goal of this project is to provide for appropriate zoning for the Community of Springdale and to 
achieve compliance with Division Oregon Administrative Rule Division 22, Unincorporated 
Communities Rule.  The project will be tailored and focused to follow an approach that achieves 
compliance.   
 
Our goal is to adopt a community type designation, a community plan and zoning amendments for 
Springdale.  A series of three community meetings will be scheduled: an introductory meeting in April 
and future meetings will be scheduled in June and September of this year to review drafts and provide 
feedback on the community plan.   
 
Next Steps 

• Future community meetings tentatively scheduled for June and September 

• Opportunity to review and comment on Preliminary Plan 

• Planning Commission in October/November 

• Board of Commissioners in December 

• Target to adopt by the end of calendar year 
 
How can I participate in the process? 
 
Send us comments: 

Attention: Springdale Rural Community Project 
1600 SE 190th Ave, Suite 116 
Portland, OR 97233 
Email: springdaleplan@co.multnomah.or.us 
Fax: 503-988-3389 
 

Sign-up for email notices: springdaleplan@co.multnomah.or.us 
 
Survey available online at: www.multco.us/springdaleplan 
 
Where can I get more information? 
 
Check online for upcoming dates of future community meetings and posted documents and 
information at www.multco.us/springdaleplan 
 
Who do I contact if I have questions? 
 
George Plummer 
Phone: 503-988-3043 extension 29152 
Email: george.a.plummer@co.multnomah.or.us  
 
Joanna Valencia 
Phone: 503-988-3043 extension 29637 
Email: joanna.valencia@co.multnomah.or.us  


