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Happy Earth Day!
Today is the 40th anniversary of Earth Day! Reducing consumption, reusing items and recycling are all great ways to help decrease our impact on the environment. Last year Multnomah County’s recycling and composting efforts helped to prevent the emissions of 43 metric tons of greenhouse gases by saving 1,978 million BTUs of energy and 15,927 gallons of gasoline. Recycling also reduces air and water pollution associated with extraction and production of new materials, reduces water consumption, and preserves natural resources. In addition, recycling creates six times as many jobs as land filling waste. Thanks for all of your help in making our recycling and composting programs a success. 
Close the Loop- Buy Recycled. 
Purchasing products made from recycled products helps to reduce the environmental impacts of consumption and to strengthen recycling markets.  Strong markets for recyclable goods help to ensure that we are able to continue to recycle our waste. Selecting products can be complicated because of unclear labels and all of the recycling terminology.  Understanding the labels is crucial to ensure that you’re purchasing environmentally sound products. 
· Pre-consumer recycled-content: Products made from materials that would otherwise have been discarded by industry.  This includes material that is reused by industry and has not been made into products for consumers.
· Post-consumer recycled content: This refers to material from products that were used by consumers or businesses and would otherwise be discarded as waste. Post-consumer content is preferable to pre-consumer content.  
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Recyclable products: These products can be collected and remanufactured into new products after they've been used but do not necessarily contain recycled content.  The environmental benefits from these products are only seen if people recycle them after use.
Pick 5 for the Environment
Join the Environmental Protection Agency by Picking 5 for the environment. Pick 5 encourages individuals to commit to small steps that fit your lifestyle, but are powerful actions for the environment. Visit www.epa.gov/pick5 to learn about simple changes you can make to help the environment. 
Michelle’s Next Recycling Adventure
Friday April 23rd will be my last day as the AmeriCorps member working as the County’s Waste Prevention and Recycling Coordinator.  I’ve accepted a new position working for Waste Management doing recycling and composting outreach to businesses. It has been a real pleasure to work with all of you on all of the amazing work you’ve done in for the County to help increase our recycling rate.
A great network exists within the County for information about sustainability and opportunities to become involved within your department.  For information about the actions that your department is taking to reduce waste and recycle more, visit your department’s Sustainability Liaison’s website here.  If you have questions about recycling at the County, please visit www.multco.us/recycleatwork or contact recyclinginfo@co.multnomah.or.us. Happy recycling!
Brought to you by the Multnomah County Sustainability Program, your partner in waste prevention and sustainable County practices. If you have any questions or need assistance in meeting your sustainability goals, please contact us at recyclinginfo@co.multnomah.or.us or see our webpage at www.multco.us/recycleatwork.  

