MULTNOMAH COUNTY OREGON

Multnomah County Veteran Services Taskforce
	March 4th, 2013
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9:00am – 11:00am

  Multnomah Building, 6th Floor Room 635, 501 SE Hawthorne Blvd, Portland, Oregon 97214



	MEETING MINUTES  

	Welcome and Introductions

	Task Force meeting attended by: Sean Files (Mult Co, Comm McKeel), Tina Edge (Mult Co DCJ), Gerald Fields (Metropolitan Public Defender), Gareld Gedrose (Metropolitan Public Defender – Veterans’ Project), Roy Weedman (Bud Construction, LLC), Doug Robberson (Veteran Conservation Corps), Tony Bernal (Transition Projects), Don Weber (ORNG – Reintegration), Doug Kuhl (Oregon Military Assistance Helpline), Steven Easterday (Ride Connection Veterans Transportation Program), Elan Lambert (ORNG Special Projects, J9/JTAP), Greg Lamb (Mult Co Veterans Service Officer), Napoleon Hodgers (NABVets, Portland Chapter), Seth Lyon (Mult Co DCHS), Belle Landau (Returning Veterans Project), Jackie Elliott (PCC – Sylvania), Tressa Kovachevich (Mult Co Sheriff’s Office), Ron Cannon (Mult Co citizen, Veteran), Gabriel Court (Mult Co Justice Involved VSO), Cathy Spofford (VA Community Resource Referral Center)



	TOPIC / PRESENTER
	NOTES
	Action

	Joining Community Forces: Community Covenant Update
Sean Files & Élan Lambert

	Elan provided a brief overview of the Joining Community forces recognition program and Community Covenant. Sean distributed drafts of the resolution the County Board of Commissioners will consider at the March 21st meeting to begin work on a Community Covenant in Multnomah County. 
Many of the partners who will need to be involved in that effort are already engaged in the Veterans Task so we plan to convene the Community Covenant Steering Committee immediately following VTF meetings on the first Monday of the month. Outreach will be needed to additional community groups so we plan to first convene the steering committee in May.

Task Force reviewed members of the VTF list serve and discussed additional community representatives to connect with, with recommendations including Red Cross reintegration, hospital emergency room reps, foundations (OCF, Meyer, Collins to start), Chaplain Terry Schrick, Chambers of Commerce, Parish Nurses, and Ecumenical Ministries.

	· Sean will reach out to the groups identified

· Sean will update the list serve to include new task force participants and remove those no longer engaged



	Veteran Housing Update – HUD-VASH Vouchers
Sean Files

	Overview of the HUD-VASH program and the collaboration that developed last fall to help homeless veterans access housing. Multiple nonprofits, the VA, Multnomah County, the City of Portland, and Home Forward partnered to identify eligible veterans and get them into housing with the 305 VASH vouchers allocated to this region. The lack of flexible funding to cover move-in expenses was identified as a major barrier. In November, $40,000 in flexible funding was provided by Multnomah County, City of Portland, Home Forward, and United Way ($10,000 each).
In the past four months, these funds have resulted in:
· 80 veterans have housing – 71 leased up, 9 awaiting inspection
· Nearly all 305 vouchers are leased up
· The average cost to move in is just $300

· Flexible funding primarily went to deposits, furnishings, household goods, rent, utilities, rental application fees, bus tickets, household goods, and ID materials (birth certificate, state ID, renewal)

 
	 

	Transition Projects SSVF Grant Application

Tony Bernal
	Transition Projects current has a grant per diem program with 125 people. They knew from that work that they could meet outcomes for the Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program and applied last year. They were awarded the grant October 1st and stunned by level of need in the community – in Multnomah, Clackamas, Washington and Clark Counties. Focus is on addressing veteran family homelessness with a regional approach. They just applied for a renewal of the grant at the end of January and an additional expansion. 

1st grant – renewal would create two hubs: one in Portland and one in East County at Human Solutions, to work with Central City Concern, NW Pilot, and others.

2nd grant – create rotating mobile hubs in Clackamas, Washington, and Clark Counties. 

They should hear back on these applications in the next few months and funding will start/renew in October.
Discussion included the process to take if a county VSO gets call from veteran in crisis, such as losing their home and having to move. The concern is that every time the veteran feels that they get the “run around”, that’s one more veteran and all of his/her family & friends that won’t call us for services again. 
Solution: referrals to 211 work, as well as direct referral to TPI. They have appointments on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and can schedule some SSVF screenings on Mondays. They can also refer for other funding or services if appropriate (or if vet isn’t eligible for SSVF). Each program has its own definition of “homeless”, with the example that HUD-VASH doesn’t consider couch surfing as “homeless” (must be chronic homeless for 1+ year or 4 episodes in past year), but the same individual may be eligible for SSVF or other services.


	

	Project Updates and Open Discussion

	Upcoming Training on Military Sexual Trauma - 
There is a training on May 3rd at Lewis and Clark College, 9am-5pm. The training is held in support of clinicians and other healthcare providers interested in working with veterans who have experienced sexual trauma.

	For more info, visit the News & Events section at www.returningveterans.org/links

	
	Discussion about Veterans on the GI Bill -
Group discussed struggles for veterans who are on the GI Bill. Specific issues identified included:
· How does the student get by until school starts mid-month (but bills and other expenses don’t)

· Many veterans on GI Bill are dropping out of school. Then they have more expenses and no income.

· An estimated 30,000 veterans are coming back to Oregon with the drawdown of troops and these problems are only going to get bigger.


	

	
	How to Connect with Veterans – 

Steven mentioned an informal survey of 30 vets that he was a part of, and after medical appointments the very next place they all went was the library. Group discussed ways to use the library to help veterans connect with benefits and service providers. Past efforts to have Veteran Service Office flyers at the library had limited success, but having info at a computer terminal may be a better opportunity.  Also suggested SUN schools as a hub.

	

	
	War Resolution – 

Sean reported that about a year ago a group approached the Board of Commissioners to request a resolution to “bring war dollars home” (and identify what local services could be funded instead of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan). After hearing concerns about wording and tone from the VTF and other veterans, the resolution did not move forward at the county. The group has re-engaged and Sean recently met with them. They are open to changing the tone of the resolution, and any new drafts will come to the VTF for review.

	

	
	Suicide Prevention Among Veterans –

Sean talked with a professor at PSU who is doing research in the field of suicide among veterans. He is interested in coming to do a forum or discussion at the county and we will have more updates as details come together.
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Next meeting scheduled for …





April 1st, 2013


9:00am - 11:00am


501 SE Hawthorne Blvd - Conference room #635   Portland, OR 97214


**  Meetings normally take place 1st Monday of every month 9:00am - 11:00am **
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