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Risk Tools in Criminal Justice 

  

Based on a defined 

set of factors and 

tend not to include 

infrequent factors 

Used to predict 

behavior to make 

decisions about case 

management 

Frequently 

combined with 

policy override 

options 

Items based on 

theory and research 

and use an actuarial 

approach 



Assessment Tools for Adult  Offenders 

Recog  

MVPRAI 

PSC 

LSCMI 

ASAM 

ODARA 

Static 99 

Stable 
Static Tool:   

 Historical factors (such as age 

at  first offense, prior criminal history) 
  

Dynamic Tool:  

Changeable risk factors 

 (such as employment & substance use)  
  



Example of Static Tool 
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5 

LSCMI: Where would you put boundaries to 
separate this line into risk categories? 



6 

Release on Recognizance: Whose Authority 
and Tools Do You Trust? 



Recognizance Overview 

7 

Non-Person 
Misdemeanors and DUIs 

Felonies (Except DUIs) 
and Person Misdemeanors 

Admin Hold: NOT Eligible 
for Release 

No Admin Hold: 
Expedited Release 

No Policy Hold and Low 
Risk Score 

Policy Hold, High Risk 
Score, or Admin Hold 

Booked at Multnomah County 

 Detention Center 

Not Interviewed Interviewed 

Held for Other Jurisdictions Released on Recognizance 
Held for Multnomah County 

Court 

Law enforcement  

arrests individual 

DCJ Pretrial Supervision Program Jail Close Street 



How many people do you 

think the Recognizance 

Unit processes per month? 

Audience Poll 

• 625 

 

• 868 

 

• 1,106  

 

• 2,812 

 

• 5,107 
 



How many people do you 

think the Recognizance 

Unit processes per month? 

Audience Poll 

• 625 

 

• 868 

 

• 1,106  

 

• 2,812 

 

•5,107 
 

The correct answer!  



Policy Versus Risk Holds 

38% 

23% 

39% 

n=71929 

Offenders Who Went 
Through Interview Process 

Offenders Who Had an 
Expedited Release 

Offenders Who Were Not 
Elligible For Release 



Policy Versus Risk Holds 

19% 

29% 

9% 
7% 

36% 

n=26968 
Held Due to Admin Hold 

Held Due to Policy Hold 
(No Admin Hold) 

Held Due to Over 10 Points in 
Risk Tool (No Holds) 

Held Due to Override (Not Over 
10 Points and No Holds) 

Released 



RISK ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

Recognizance Tool  
(currently used in Recog) 

 

Revised Virginia Pretrial Risk Tool  
(currently used in PSP) 

  



•326 Held 

•1357 Released 
Recog  

•317 Held 

•1366 Released 
VPRAI 

DCJ Study Results (1/20/15 – 3/20/15):  
Cut-Off Score Comparison 

Cut-Off 
Score: 
6 or 
above 

Cut-Off 
Score: 
10 or 
above 



VPRAI is a 

nationally 

recognized tool 

 

Aligns Multnomah 

County with tools used 

in various jurisdictions 

across the country 

DCJ has been using 

the VPRAI with 

PreTrial Supervision 

offenders 

Using the same tool 

at Recog increases 

efficiency and 

continuity with 

offenders 

Reasons for Tool Assessment Change 



Next Steps 

 New Tool Launches by July 1st  

 IT Automated for Staff Use 

 Recognizance Information Continues to be 
Shared with Stakeholders 

 CJAC Reviewing Policy Holds 


