Existing Policies Related to ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
(Air, Land, Water, Wildlife)

BACKGROUND: The current County Comprehensive Plan and Rural Area Plans contain many
policies and strategies pertaining to environmental quality — air, land, water and wildlife -- that
may still be applicable in whole or in part and worth consideration for retaining -- some without
changes and some with text changes to update the language for better clarity or for countywide
applicability. These current policies and strategies could be carried over into the new
comprehensive plan so long as they do not conflict with any new policy that emerges from this
comprehensive plan update process. Wherever a conflict with a new policy occurs, the existing
policy language would either have to be eliminated or revised to be consistent with the new
policy. Similarly, wherever a new policy duplicates or substantially addresses an issue covered in
an existing policy, the existing policy should be eliminated in favor of the new one.

Explanation of Different Types of Text in this Document

Standard text — means existing language from the County Comprehensive Plan or a Rural Area Plan.
Strikeouts — means existing text that is being deleted.

Underlined — means new text that is being added.

Bold Underlined — means new policies or strategies.
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY POLICIES PROPOSED FOR RETENTION
OR REVISION

Policies from the County Comprehensive Plan and Rural Area Plans
POHEY13: AIR, WATER AND NOISE QUALITY
INTRODUCTION

ta+recentyears;<Citizens have come to recognize the value of clean air and water and a quiet
environment. Natural resources are not limitless, and the quality of human life is dependent on
the quality of the natural environment. Awareness and concern for the natural ecology has led
to legislation and government involvement in balancing the human and natural environments.

Government, business and private citizens are all responsible for maintaining a livable
environment and for improving air and water quality and noise levels where pollution and
deterioration exist. Federal, state and local laws and agencies have worked in the public
interest to halt environmental deterioration. Continued vigilance is necessary to ensure that
natural systems and resources are not threatened or unduly burdened by urban and rural
development, and to maintain and balance high quality human and natural environments.

It is desirable to blend the human environment and the natural setting together in a way that

red uces adverse effects. mm—seetren—e*ammes—m#and—wate#aﬂdﬁese—quamy—m

Sta%e—levels—Multnomah County enforces enwronmental protectlon through zoning and
development processes and police powers. However, pollution of the natural environment
often exceeds local governmental boundaries and authority, requiring regional and cooperative
efforts. Air and water quality enforcement is also provided by Federal and State agencies.

The federal government has previously taken the lead role in requiring regional solutions to
environmental problems. Greater state and local initiative may be necessary in the future to
mitigate air and water and noise pollution. Urban and rural areas of unincorporated
Multnomah County and its six cities must work together within the regional context. Their
mutual objective should be to minimize pollution and maintain established environmental
quality standards, to resolve grievances whenever air, water and noise problems occur, and to
ensure a healthful human environment in balance with a high-quality natural environment.
These achievements can occur, to a great extent, through the conscientious efforts of local
business and industry and private citizens, through incentive programs, and through

government regulation, where necessary.
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POLICY

A. Cooperate in the development and implementation of regional efforts to maintain and
improve air, water and noise quality.

B. Fherefore-ilf a land use proposal is a noise-sensitive use and is located in a noise-impacted
area, or if the proposed use is a noise generator, the development should meet the following

shall-be-incorporated-into-the-site-plan:
1. Building placement on the site should be in an area having minimal noise level disruptions.

2. Building finsulation or other construction techniques should be used to lower interior noise
levels in noise-impacted areas.

STRATEGIES

A. Asparteofthe-ongeingplanningprogramstThe County should:

3. Inventory existing and potential air, water, and noise impacts at the local level as part of

the eemmumnity planning process.
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7. As part of the Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance, include development standards
relating to erosion protection and local drainage capacity.

8. Cluster, buffer or isolate land uses which cause negative impacts on air and water
resources, or are noise generators.

POLIEY-16: NATURAL RESOURCES
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Natural Resources policy is to implement statewide Planning Goal 5: “Open
Spaces, Scenic and Historic Areas, and Natural Resources.” These resources are necessary to
ensure the health and well-being of the population. Natural resources include such diverse
components as mlneral and aggregate reserves, S|gn|f|cant wetlands, historic sites, and scenic
waterways. 3
belew—as—sub—peheres—]ré-A—tmeugh—}é-L— Natural resources W|th|n the Columbla River Gorge
National Scenic Area are not subject to statewide Goal 5 and are addressed through-Poliey-41
under the policy pertaining to the National Scenic Area.

POLICY

Fhe-Countyspoliey-istepProtect natural resources, conserve open space, and te protect
scenic, cultural and historic areas and sites. Fhese+resourcesare-addressed-within-sub-policies

STRATEGIES

A. Ihe—Ge&nt—y—wHJ—mMamtam an mventory of the location, quallty, and quantity of each of

“qp”

these resources.
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B. Apply the “Significant Environmental Concern,” overlay classification to areas having any of

these natural resource values that are determined to be significant resources.

“" n u ” “" /A
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BC.Those wetlands and water areas lsted-in-Cabeve-that are located within the Willamette
River Greenway (Policy 15) will be protected by development review procedures within the
WRG overlay zone instead of the SEC zone.

POLIEY-16-A: OPEN SPACE

Hs-the-County'spoliey-te-cConserve open space resources and protect open spaces from
incompatible and conflicting land uses.

STRATEGIES

B. Apply SEG; and WRG;-P\Aand-FF overlays along rivers and other significant water features,
as appropriate, to restrict and control the character of development in these areas to
enhance open spaces.

C. Review of uses that are conditionally allowed in farm or forest zones te should iensure that
open space resources are conserved and enhanced.

POLICY 16-B: MINERAL AND AGGREGATE RESOURCES

New policies pertaining to mineral and aggregate resources have already been approved by the
CAC and will replace all existing policies on this topic.

POHCY16-C: ENERGY SOURCES

His-the-County’speliey-topProtect sites required for generation of energy.

STRATEGIES

A. Maintain an inventory of energy seurees production sites within the County.

B. Coordinate with appropriate regulatory or licensing authorities in the protection of sites
required for energy generation.

C. FheZeoningCoedeshoeuld-Hinclude provisions for energy generation facilities as a conditional
use.
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POLICY 16-DB: FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT

His-the-County-spehey-topProtect significant fish and wildlife habitat and te specifically limit
conflicting uses within natural ecosystems within-theruralportionsofthe County and sensitive

big game winter habitat areas.
STRATEGIES

A. Utilize information provided by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to identify
significant habitat areas and to delineate sensitive big game winter habitat areas. If
necessary, supplement this information with additional professional analysis to identify
additional significant habitat areas and natural ecosystems within+uralpertions-ofthe
County.

B. Apply the SEC-habitat overlay zone to all significant habitat areas retalready-zened
Willamette-River-Greenway unless the area is adequately protected by the restrictions of

the underlying zoning or by another overlay zone.

POLICEY-16-E: NATURAL AREAS

Histhe-CountyspehieytepProtect natural areas from incompatible development and te

specifically limit those uses which would irreparably damage the natural area values of the site.
STRATEGIES

A. Utilize information-from the Oregon Natural Heritage Rregram Resources Register to
maintain a current inventory of all ecologically and scientifically significant natural areas.

B. Apply the SEC overlay zone to al those natural areas designated for protection but not
otherW|se protected by Wlllamette River Greenway zoning e#ea-t—nﬂrght—ewqeﬁsmp-by—a

POLICY 36-F: SCENIC VIEWS AND SITES

Histhe-County-spolieyte-cConserve scenic resources and protect their aesthetic appearance
for the enjoyment of future generations.
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STRATEGIES

A.

Apply the SEC overlay zone to the Sandy River State Scenic Waterway and any other
designated significant scenic areas desigrated—2A"3A"or-3C"understatewide-Goal5 to

assure the scenic resources of these areas are not diminished as new development occurs.

Coordinate reviews of development proposals within SEC areas with other affected agencies
(i.e., National Forest Service, State Parks and Recreation Bivisien Department’s Rivers
Program, etc.).

Enforce large lot zoning regulations in resource areas to conserve scenic qualities associated
with farm and forest lands.

Apply the WRG overlay zone to lands within the Willamette River Greenway. Review new
development within the greenway to assure scenic values are not diminished.

Administer Design Review provisions to enhance visual qualities of the built environment.

POLICY-16-G: WATER RESOURCES AND WETLANDS

(Virtually all of this policy speaks to strategies for identifying and designating
significant wetland and water resource areas from past ESEE analyses. These
strategies have been implemented through the various SEC overlay zones. For
that reason policy 16-G can be deleted in its entirety and new policies and
strategies will be proposed.)
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H. Although a wetland area may not meet the County criteria for the designation “Significant,”
the resource may still be of sufficient importance to be protected by State and Federal
agencies.
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POHIEY-16-H: WILDERNESS AREAS

Histhe County'spolieyte+rRecognize the value of wilderness among the many resources
derived from public lands.

STRATEGIES

A. As a federally designated wilderness area, Fthe Celumbia Mark O. Hatfield Wilderness shalt
be-designated-as is a significant Goal 5 Resource Site.
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B. Fhe SECoverayzoneshallbeappliedtothe Columbia-Wilderness. The Mark O. Hatfield

wilderness area shall be protected through the County’s most restrictive Commercial Forest
Use zoning or through the appropriate SEC overlay zoning.

C. The County shall coordinate with federal land management agencies and Congressional
staff in the formulation of proposals for any additional wilderness areas within Multnomah

County.

D. The County should support wilderness designation of federal lands which meet guidelines

for wilderness designation.

pOHCEY-16-k: HISTORIC RESOURCES

[Note: New historic resources policies and strategies are being proposed and, if
approved, will replace existing policies below.]
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POHEY-16-3-CULTURAL AREAS

[Note: New cultural resources policies and strategies are being proposed and, if
approved, will replace the existing policy below.]

POLICY-16-K: RECREATION TRAILS

(This is a listed goal 5 resource that only pertains to Oregon Recreational Trails
designated by the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission. In Multnomah
County, the 40 mile Loop Trail is the only trail that is state designated. The 40 mile
Loop Trail is entirely within the Portland Area urban growth boundary.)
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POHEY-16-L: WILD AND SCENIC WATERWAYS

Histhe-CountyspolieytopProtect all state or federal designated scenic waterways from
incompatible development and e prevent the establishment of conflicting uses within scenic

waterways.
STRATEGIES

A. Coordinate with the Oregon State Parks and Recreation Bivisien Department in the review
and regulation of all development proposals or land management activities within along the
Sandy River State Scenic Waterway.

B. Apply the SEC overlay zone to the Sandy River State Scenic Waterway corridor to ensure
proper recognition of the waterway and to further mitigate the impacts on uses allowed
within the underlying resource zones.

C. Coordinate with the U.S. Forest Service in the review and regulation of all development
proposals or land management activities within the federal wild and scenic river segment of
the Sandy River.

D. Work with state and federal agencies or other interested parties in developing proposals for

scenic waterway protection of other stream segments in the County.

From West of Sandy River Rural Area Plan

Policy 1

Multnemah—Countyrecognizes-the-importance-ofildentifying and protecting natural

resources in order to promote a healthy environment and natural landscape that contribute

to the Multnomah County’s livability efthe-West-of-Sandy-RiverRural-Area.

Strategies:
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Ll Multhemah-County-shallpPrepare and maintain an inventory of the location, quality,
and quantity of significant wildlife habitat areas and riparian corridors within the West-of

Sa-nel—y—R-we’—R-u-FaJ—A-Fea County. lhﬁ—maentepy—shem-d—mel-ude—ﬂqe—ﬁpa-ﬁan—ewﬁdeps

1.2 Multhomah—County-shalluUtilize theStatewide-Wetlandstaventory all available

wetland inventory information to identify the general location of wetlands within the West-of

Sandy-River-Rural-Area County.

[Note: A similar policy is being proposed for approval under new Air, Land, Water, Wildlife
and Hazards Policies. If the proposed policy is approved it would supersede and replace this
one.]

Policy 2

Multhemah—-County-shall-dDesignate selected riparian corridors and wildlife habitat areas as
significant natural resources pursuant to Statewide Planning Goal 5.

[Note: A similar policy is being proposed for approval under new Air, Land, Water, Wildlife
and Hazards Policies. If the proposed policy is approved it would supersede and replace this
one.]
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Policy 3

Multhemah—-County-shal-pProtect significant riparian corridors and associated impact
areas and limit confllctmg uses within these areas m—the—\MesI—ei—Sa—nd-y—m-ver—R-u-FaJ—AFea

[Note: A similar policy is being proposed for approval under new Air, Land, Water, Wildlife
and Hazards Policies. If the proposed policy is approved it would supersede and replace this
one.]

Strategies:
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Policy 4

Multnemah-County-shalpProtect significant wildlife areas and wilt limit conflicting uses
within these significant natural resource areas and their associated impact areas ir-the

Strategies :

4.1 Multnomah—County-shall-implementthispolicy-by-eEstablishing a specific

Multnomah County Zoning Code Significant Environmental Concern Zoning Overlay

District for wildlife resources withinthe-West-of Sandy-RiverRural-Area.

4.2 This SEC overlay district shall be applled to areas deS|gnated as significant
wildlife resources in44

Pla-n—Ne%umJ—Re&eu#ee—%@n%e#y—m#d—%Ef—Repe# and thelr assouated impact areas.

[Note: A similar policy is being proposed for approval under new Air, Land, Water, Wildlife
and Hazards Policies. If the proposed policy is approved it would supersede and replace this
one.]

Policy 5

Multnemah—County—recognizes-the-need-topProtect the outstanding public values for which
those sections of the Sandy River have-been designated a National Wild and Scenic River

and a State Scenic Waterway.

Strategy :

5.1 Work-with-State-Parks-and-etheragenciesto+review Continue to apply the

development standards in the County Significant Environmental Concern provisions and
in the Oregon Administrative Rules specific to the designated areas.
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Water Quality Policies (Title 3, Goal 6) Policy
6

Multhomah—County-recognizes-the-impeortance-of-pProtecting the County’s water quality
withinthe West-of Sandy-RiverRural-Area—-and-shall by adopting standards to protect the
water quallty resources from the impacts of development pu-Fsuant—te—the—FeqH#ements—ef

6.1 Multhemah—County-shal-implement this policy by-establishing—a-speecific by the
application of Multnomah County Zoning Code Significant Environmental Concern

Zoning Overlay Districts for riparian corridors and water resources which substantially
complies with the water quality standards of Title 3 of the Metro Urban Growth
Management Functional Plan.
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Policy 7

Multremah-Countyrecognizes-that-itis-Hmpertant-te-pProtect vegetated corridors in order to

maintain their water quality functions including the following:

Separation of protected water features from development;

Maintaining or reducing stream temperatures;

Maintaining natural stream corridors;

Minimizingerosion, nutrientandpollutantloadingintowater;
Filtering,infiltrationand naturalwater purification; and,

Stabilizing slopes to prevent landslides contributing to sedimentation of water
features.

VVVVYVYYVYY
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Policy 8
M-u-Lt—nemah—Gew:rt-y—sha-H—take—st-eps—tMlelt VISIb|e and measurable erosion from

development
substantial compliance W|th the water quallty standards of T/tle 3 of the Metro Urban

Growth Management Functional Plan.

Strategies:

8.1 Multhemah-County-shal-implementthispolieyby—eEstablishing standards that:

Apply erosion and sediment control regulations to all development activities that
may result in visible or measurable erosion. Visible or measurable erosion includes,
but is not limited to:

» Deposits of mud, dirt sediment or similar material exceeding one-half cubic
foot in volume on public or private streets, adjacent property, or onto the
storm and surface water system, either by direct deposit, dropping discharge,
or as a result of the action of erosion.

> Evidence of concentrated flows of water over bare soils; turbid or
sediment-laden flows; or evidence of on-site erosion such as rivulets on bare
soil slopes, where the flow of water is not filtered or captured on the site.

» Earth slides, mudflows, earth sloughing, or other earth movement that leaves
the property.

Help prevent erosion by requiring the use of prevention practices such as non-
disturbance areas, construction schedules, erosion blankets and mulch covers. To
the extent that erosion cannot be completely prevented, sediment control
measures are to be designed to capture, and retain on site, soil particles that have

become dislodged by erosion.

Adopt a limited construction season for development within primary and secondary
water feature corridors to allow disturbance to occur during dry parts of the year

and limit it during wet seasons.

Control stormwater from developed areas in a manner that does not increase
runoff, and does not contribute to increased flow in area drainages and creeks.
Investigate how runoff could be reduced from parking and maneuvering areas
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through use of pervious materials.

Require that stream crossings be avoided where possible, and when
unavoidable, require maintaining watershed function in development of
regulations for stream crossings, e.g. crossing does not disturb the bed or banks
of the stream, is of the minimum width necessary to allow passage of peak
winter flows, etc.

Other General Policies

Policy 9

Regulations to protect natural resources and water quality should allow changes to
existing development when the overall resource value of the property is improved by

those changes.

Strategy :

9.1 Inecludetanguage-in-nNatural resource protection and water quality standards that
should allows changes to existing development which result in a net benefit to the
protected resource.

Policy 10

Multnemah-County-shall-centinueteomMake information about other agency programs

and educational materials available to the public at the planning counter and on the
internet.

Strategy :

o Vo > - 7 - > Sav

the U-S—Natural-ResourcesConservation-Serviceand-others partner agencies to

provide landowners with information about various agency programs. Programs
may include property tax deferral and exemption programs available for stream
enhancement and agricultural plans to protect streams and their watersheds.
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Policy 25

Mutremah-County-shatthelppPreserve critical viewsheds ithe OrientRural-Community
and-PleasantHomeRural-ServiceCenterand balance protection of scenic views with
flexibility of use by property owners.

Strategy:

Fhecountyshatrelyon Use education —i.e. providing information regarding identified
viewsheds to property owners-rather than regulations to implement this policy.

Policy 27

R-u-FaJ—Semee—Gen-ter—M-uJ-memah—Geam-y—mH—FRequwe outdoor Ilghtmg m—these—a;eas to

be low intensity and designed in a manner that minimizes the amount of light pollution.

Strategy :

27.1 Multhemah-County-will-update Amend the Community-Development-Ordinance

Zoning Code to insure that new development meets outdoor lighting standards

that minimize the amount of light pollution inthe-OrieptRural-Community—and
Pleasant-Home Rural-Service-Center.

From East of Sandy River Rural Area Plan

Protect significant streams by applying uniform standards throughout the County for stream

protection, including the following:
a. prohibiting new residential development within 150 feet of a stream centerline
b. limiting additions to existing structures to no greater than 400 square feet within the 150-

foot stream setback area.
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c. limiting new roads, stream crossings, and other grading activities within this 150—foot

stream setback area.

d. ground disturbing activity within this 150-foot stream setback area should only be allowed

between May 1 and October 1 of any year.

21a. Require any stream crossing to utilize a bridge or arched culvert which does not disturb the

bed or banks of the stream and are of the minimum width necessary to allow passage of peak

winter flows.

22. Encoeurage Promote creation of cooperative property owner organizations for the
protection of individual streams and their watersheds.

Encourage these organizations to provide technical assistance and information regarding

financial resources to people about best management practices necessary to protect streams.

24. Provide incentives;censistentwith-currentzening; through the zoning code for new

development which-s to be compatible with, and to enhances, significant streams and
adjoining riparian habitat.
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25. Work with the East-Multremah-County local Soil and Water Conservation Districts to
provide technical assistance on sound farming practices and information regarding financial

resources available to property owners abeut-seound-farmingpractices-which-also to protect

significant streams and adjoining riparian habitat.

26. Useproperty-tax-deferral-and-exemptionpregramste-eEncourage streamside property

owners to use property tax deferral and exemptions programs to maintain and upgrade

streams and adjoining riparian habitat.

STRATEGY: Multnemah-County-witlwWork cooperatively with the East Multnomah Soil and
Water Conservation Districts and the County Assessor to inform landowners about the property
tax deferral and exemption programs available to them for stream enhancement.

27. Monitor educational and/or regulatory programs to protect streams on a regular basis in
order to gauge their effectiveness.

STRATEGY: Mutremah-Ceunty-willeConduct periodic reviews of stream regulatory and
educational programs to gauge their effectiveness.

28. Multremah-CountyrecognizestheneedtopProtect the outstanding public values for which

sections of the Sandy River have been designated a National Wild and Scenic River and a State

Scenic Waterway.
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Wildlife Habitat Policies

pProtect

significant forested wildlife habitat areas through large-lot zoning and educational programs.

30. Provide information through various existing programs to the community about how
wildlife habitat can co-exist with other uses on private property.

31. Work with the Oregon Department of Forestry to better protect wildlife habitat from the
negative impacts associated with timber harvesting.

STRATEGY: Multnomah County will work cooperatively with the East Multnomah Soil and Water
Conservation District and the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service to develop a public
education and assistance program which will let landowners become informed on how they can
manage their properties to best protect wildlife habitat while continuing to make productive
economic use of their land.
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33. Provide incentives through the zoning code for new development allewed-by-currentzoning

whieh-s to be compatible with and to enhance wildlife habitat.

Noise Policies

45. Review and revise the Multnomah County Noise Ordinance as needed to regulate-excessive
peise minimize impacts from major noise generating uses on adjacent rural residences.

STRATEGY: Multremah-County-shal+Review and revise the County noise ordinance to address
specific community noise concerns such as agri-tourism events and mass gatherings.

Water Quality Policies

48. ln-conjunction-with Support efforts by the East-Multromah-Seiand-Water Conservation
Districts, develep to conduct a public information and assistance program for watershed

property owners in management practices that enhance the water quality of streams.

Existing Environmental Quality and Hazards Policies for Consideration
September 23, 2016 ALWW and Hazards Subcommittee Meeting

30



Encourage streamside property owners to use property tax deferral and exemption programs

to maintain water quality of waterways.

Work cooperatively with the Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the County Assessor to

inform landowners about the property tax deferral and exemption programs available to them.

torthei " on.
Seek changes to the Forest Practices Act when necessary to better protect stream water

quality.
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53. Where-a-watershed-crosses-County-boundaries,pPromote cooperation with property

owners throughout the entire watershed, regardless of jurisdictional lines.

STRATEGY: Multhemah-County-witlkwWork cooperatively with the East-Multhomabh-and
Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation Districts and other interested parties in efforts to

promote watershed health ferthe-Sandy-Riverand-any-tributary-creeks-which-eross-the-County
lne.

From West Hills Rural Area Plan

POLICY 18: Encourage Huse of voluntary measures to decrease the negative impacts of seme
agricultural practices upon water quality in area streams.

Support educatlonal programs through the US Natural Resources Service and the SO|I and

Water Conservation Districts to inform farming operations of best management practices to

reduce agricultural runoff and to protect water quality in area streams.

POLICY 19: Protect water quality ir-areas-adjacentto-Multnromah-Channelthrough-controlof
runofifrom-West-Hills-Rural-Area of streams by controlling runoff that flows into them.

POLICY-21: STRATEGY: Use hillside development and erosion control standards to control the
effects of nonpoint runoff into streams from sources such as roadways, parking areas, and
farms other impervious areas.

POLICY 24: Balance protection of scenic views with flexibility of use by property owners.
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property should be rendered unbuildable solely because of scenic view considerations.

-No

STRATEGY: Allow placement of residences so that a view from the property is possible as long
as the proposed development is visually subordinate from key viewing areas.

STRATEGY: Regulate the use of reflective glass, including solar panels, in scenic areas.

STRATEGY: Werk-with-the-Oregon-Departmentof-Forestry Promote strong Forest Practices

standards to better protect scenic views from the negative impacts associated with timber
harvesting.

STRATEGY: Provide incentives fer to encourage development to be compatible with significant
scenic views.

POLICY 25: Balance protection of significant streams with flexibility of use by property owners.

STRATEGY: Minimize runoff from roads, particularly from County road elearirg construction and

maintenance processes.

STRATEGY: Along with Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Eencourage "friends of" individual
streams to educate people about best management practices necessary to protect streams.

STRATEGY: Werk-with-the-Oregon-Department-of-Forestry Promote strong Forest Practices

standards to better protect significant streams from the negative impacts associated with
timber harvesting.

STRATEGY: Werk-with Support efforts by the local Soil and Conservation Districts to educate
farmers about sound farming practices which also protect significant streams.

STRATEGY: Provide incentives fer to encourage development to be compatible with significant
streams.

STRATEGY: Consider additional streams for significance and protection if requested by a
property owner or other interested party.

POLICY 26: Balance protection of wildlife habitat with flexibility of use by property owners.

STRATEGY: Enforce existing animal control restrictions on free-ranging domestic pets which can
have a negative impact on wildlife.
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STRATEGY: In significant wildlife habitat areas, Eencourage fencing which allows wildlife to pass
through.

STRATEGY: Encourage clustering of development to minimize conflicts with wildlife.

STRATEGY: Bevelop Support programs to educate people about how wildlife habitat can co-
exist with other uses on private property.

STRATEGY: Werk-with-the-Oregon-Department-of-Forestry Promote strong Forest Practices

standards to better protect wildlife habitat from the negative impacts associated with timber
harvesting.

STRATEGY: Werk-with Support efforts by the local Soil and Conservation Districts to educate
farmers about sound farming practices which also protect wildlife habitat.

STRATEGY: Provide incentives fer to encourage development to be compatible with wildlife
habitat.
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Existing Policies Related to NATURAL HAZARDS

NATURAL HAZARDS POLICIES PROPOSED FOR RETENTION OR
REVISION

Policies from the County Comprehensive Plan and Rural Area Plans

POHEY-14: DEVELOPMENT LIMITATIONS

INTRODUCTION

Many natural features impose limitations on development and, if not recognized in the
development process, they can create public health and safety hazards. For example, flood
plains perform important water storage functions and, if filled, force the water into other lands
formerly not affected. These newly affected areas may have buildings which will be flooded.
Erosive soils create stream siltation and can affect water quality and fish life habitat. A high
water table can preclude septic tanks from functioning properly and create ground water
pollution. These are important features which must be considered.

The purpose of this policy is to protect the public health and safety and to ensure that
development does not create an “on-site” or “off-site” public harm. It is not intended to
prohibit development, except where design and construction techniques cannot provide for a
safe development.

POLICY

FheCountyspolieyiste 1. dDirect development and land ferm alterations away from areas
with development limitations, except upon a showing that design and construction techniques

can mitigate any public harm or associated public cost and-mitigate-any-adverse-effectsto
surrouhdingpersons-orproperties. Development limitations areas are those which have any of

the following characteristics:
A. Slopes exceeding 20%;
B. Severe soil erosion potential;

C. Land within the floodway, the 100-year flood plain, and known channel migration areas;

D. A high seasonal water table within 0-24 inches of the surface for three or more weeks of
the year;

E. A fragipan less than 30 inches from the surface;
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F. Land subject to slumping, earth slides or movement.

2. Mitigate any adverse effects to surrounding properties when developing in development

limitations areas.

STRATEGIES

I. Identify areas with development limitations; and

2. Within the Zoning Code Eestablish a process for reviewing development proposals in
these areas.
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POHEY-15: WILLAMETTE RIVER GREENWAY
INTRODUCTION

The Willamette River Greenway is a cooperative management effort between the State and
local jurisdictions for the development and maintenance of a natural, scenic, historical, and
recreational “greenway” along the Willamette River. The General Plan has been formulated by
the Oregon DepartmentofFransportation Parks and Recreation Department pursuant to ORS
390.318. The Land Conservation and Development Commission has determined-that created a
statewide planning goal (Goal 15) is-recessary-retenhy-to implement the legislative directive;
but and to provide the parameters within which the BepartmentofFransportation Greenway
Plan may be carried out. Within those parameters local governments can implement Greenway
portions of their Comprehensive Plans.

POLICY

Fhe-Countyspeliey-Histo-pProtect, conserve, enhance, and maintain the natural, scenic,

historical, agricultural, economic, and recreational qualities of lands along the Willamette River.

J
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STRATEGIES

A. Apply the Willamette River Greenway (WRG) Overlay District to those lands designated
WRG on the Multnomah County Zoning Map.

B. Update the Willamette River Greenway standards in the Multhomah County Zoning Code
for clarity consistent with implementing rules and statutes.
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From West of Sandy River Rural Area Plan

Policy 20

Multremah—County-willrRegulate flood management areas eensistent-with-the
reguirements-of Fitle3-of the-Metro-FunctionalPlan in order to reduce the risk of

flooding, prevent or reduce the risk to human life and property, and maintain functions
and values of floodplains such as allowing for the storage and conveyance of stream flows
through existing and natural flood conveyance systems.

Strategy :
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20.1 Multhemah-Countyshal-mplementthispelieyby-eEstablishing standards to reduce

therisk of flooding and maintain the functions and values of floodplains pursuant to the
National Flood Insurance Program requirements and Title 3 of the Metro Urban Growth
Management Functional Plan-inelading:

From East of Sandy River Rural Area Plan

NONE

From West Hills Rural Area Plan

POLICY 22: Protect against seismic hazards to structures and ground areas susceptible to upset.

STRATEGY: Werk-with-the-City-of Rertland-to-implement Encourage and promote appropriate

building code revisions for areas of greatest seismic hazard, when information on the location

of such areas becomes available.

POLICY 23: Protect lands having slopes greater than 2520% and lesser slopes shown to be

vulnerable to landslides from inappropriate development.

STRATEGY: Rewvi
with average slope greater than 2520% and lesser slopes shown to be vulnerable to landslides

dDesignate lands

as having development limitations and apply appropriate standards to any new development

on these designated lands. Fhis-action-will-reselve-an-inconsistency-between-the
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