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December 31, 2017 
 
 
 
To: Multnomah County Taxing Districts 
From: Claire Goldsmith, Finance Supervisor  
 
  
Re: Comcast and Dish Tax Appeals Quarterly Update through December 2017 
 
Deferred billing credits for the Comcast appeals have been issued for the 2009 - 2016 tax years. In October 2016, 
a deferred billing credit was also issued for Dish Network appeals. On October 6, 2017 HB 2407 changed ORS 
305.286 to set up a provision for issuance of a potential refund credit for large value appeals. This new provision is 
not retroactive, and all prior year deferred billing credit will remain in place.  
 
Any potential refund credit is withheld from distribution under ORS 311.395 and is segregated into a separate trust 
and agency account being invested and accruing bank interest until resolution of appeal and issuance of refund.  If 
a refund is issued as the result of appeal, the potential refund credit and bank interest accrued from the payment 
date until the refund date is issued.  If taxes held are determined to be due to the taxing districts, the potential refund 
credit and bank interest accrued will be transferred into the unsegregated tax trust and agency fund to be distributed 
to the taxing districts. 
 
The Oregon Department of Revenue (DOR) defended the appeals and the Tax Court found in favor of Comcast and 
Dish. The Department of Revenue appealed the decision to the Oregon Supreme Court.  On October 2, 2014, the 
Oregon Supreme Court rendered a decision on this case.  There were two issues in Comcast and Dish.  The first 
issue concerned the proper method of assessment (local assessment v. central assessment by the DOR). The 
choice of method is important because, generally, central assessment results in a much higher tax.  In its’ October 
2nd decision, the Oregon Supreme Court upheld DOR’s change in method in 2009 from local assessment to central 
assessment.   
 
The second issue was whether Measure 50 limits the increase in taxable value that would otherwise occur as a 
result of the DOR’s change from local to central assessment.  The court has sent this question back for consideration 
by the Oregon Tax Court---the Tax Court did not address this question when it issued its original opinion. In May 
2015, the DOR reported that the Tax Court case management hearings had concluded and that trial dates will be 
set soon. The opinion of the DOR was that the case will definitely go on to the US Supreme Court and continue at 
least several more years. 
 
Shortly after this litigation began, the counties obtained authority to defer the billing of taxes in situations like this 
that involve a large sum of money plus very high rates of interest.  Per Board approval, the Multnomah County 
Assessor has been deferring the billing of a portion of the taxes to Comcast and Dish to protect Multnomah County’s 
funds.  This remains in effect for the tax years 2009 through 2016, but changes for the 2017 tax year due to this new 
provision provided by HB2407 and ORS 305.286.  Because a significant question of value still remains in the 
Comcast and Dish lawsuit, the Assessor recommends that the deferred billing for 2009-2016 and the withheld 
Potential Refund Credit for 2017 continue. 
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A summary of the deferred billing credits follows: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the potential refund credit follows: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


