
B
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

Th
e 

H
ist

or
ic 

C
ol

um
bi

a 
R

ive
r H

ig
hw

ay
 w

as
 b

ui
lt 

be
tw

ee
n 

19
16

 a
nd

 
19

22
. T

he
 h

ig
hw

ay
 w

as
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

fo
r t

he
 v

eh
icl

e 
of

 th
e 

tim
e,

 a
 M

od
el

 
T,

 m
uc

h 
na

rro
w

er
 a

nd
 s

ho
rte

r t
ha

n 
to

da
y’s

 m
od

er
n 

ve
hi

cle
s.

 C
ur

re
nt

ly
 

th
e 

H
ist

or
ic 

H
ig

hw
ay

 is
 lim

ite
d 

to
 v

eh
icl

es
 u

nd
er

 5
0 

fe
et

, b
ut

 e
ve

n 
th

at
 

le
ng

th
 v

eh
icl

e 
ha

s 
tro

ub
le

 m
ak

in
g 

tu
rn

s 
w

hi
le

 s
ta

yin
g 

in
 th

ei
r l

an
e.

 
O

D
O

T 
st

ud
ie

d 
cr

as
h 

da
ta

, l
oo

ke
d 

at
 th

e 
na

rro
w

es
t p

or
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 
H

is
to

ric
 H

ig
hw

ay
 a

nd
 s

tu
di

ed
 h

ow
 o

ve
rs

iz
e 

ve
hi

cl
es

 n
av

ig
at

e 
th

e 
ro

ad
w

ay
. W

he
n 

ov
er

si
ze

d 
ve

hi
cl

es
 m

ee
t a

t p
in

ch
 p

oi
nt

s,
 s

ig
nfi

ci
an

t 
co

ng
es

tio
n 

ca
n 

oc
cu

r a
s 

th
e 

ve
hi

cl
es

 b
lo

ck
 th

e 
ro

ad
w

ay
. 

12
3 

N
W

 F
la

nd
er

s
Po

rt
la

nd
, O

R
 9

72
09

Ne
w 

len
gt

h 
re

st
ric

tio
n 

on
 th

e 
Hi

st
or

ic 
Hi

gh
wa

y i
n 

sp
rin

g 
20

20
Ve

hi
cle

s o
ve

r 3
5 f

ee
t r

es
tri

ct
ed

 
be

tw
ee

n 
Vi

st
a H

ou
se

 an
d 

Ai
ns

wo
rth

 S
ta

te
 P

ar
k. 

Re
st

ric
tio

n 
ap

pl
ies

 to
:

• 
Co

m
m

er
cia

l v
eh

icl
es

 
• 

Mo
to

rh
om

es
/R

Vs
/C

am
pe

rs
.

• 
To

ur
 b

us
es

. 
• 

Ve
hi

cle
s p

ul
lin

g 
tra

ile
rs

 o
r o

th
er

 
ve

hi
cle

s/b
oa

ts
.

• 
Sp

ec
ial

ity
 eq

ui
pm

en
t.

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 re

du
ce

 v
eh

ic
le

 
co

nfl
ic

ts
 a

nd
 in

cr
ea

se
 s

af
et

y,
 

ne
w

 v
eh

ic
le

 le
ng

th
 re

st
ric

tio
ns

 
ar

e 
pl

an
ne

d 
fo

r t
he

 H
is

to
ric

 
H

ig
hw

ay
 in

 s
pr

in
g 

20
20

. 

Q
ue

st
io

ns
 o

r c
om

m
en

ts
?

C
on

ta
ct

 T
er

ra
 L

in
gl

ey
 

at
 5

03
-7

31
-8

23
2 

or
 

Te
rra

.M
.L

in
gl

ey
@

od
ot

.s
ta

te
.o

r.u
s

K
at

el
yn

 J
ac

ks
on

 
at

 5
03

-7
31

-8
50

3 
or

 
Ka

te
ly

n.
Ja

ck
so

n@
od

ot
.s

ta
te

.o
r.u

s

Fo
r A

D
A 

(A
m

er
ic

an
s 

w
ith

 D
is

-
ab

ili
tie

s 
A

ct
) o

r C
iv

il 
R

ig
ht

s 
Ti

tle
 

V
I a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

ns
, t

ra
ns

la
tio

n/
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

se
rv

ic
es

, o
r m

or
e 

in
-

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ca

ll 
50

3-
73

1-
41

28
, T

TY
 

80
0-

73
5-

29
00

 o
r O

re
go

n 
R

el
ay

 
S

er
vi

ce
 7

-1
-1

. 

¿H
ab

la
s 

es
pa

ño
l?

 P
od

em
os

 p
ro

-
po

rc
io

na
r l

a 
in

fo
rm

ac
ió

n 
de

 e
st

a 
pu

bl
ic

ac
ió

n 
en

 e
sp

añ
ol

, p
or

 fa
vo

r 
lla

m
e 

al
 5

03
-7

31
-4

21
8.



30

30
30

30

30

Dabney State
Recreation Area 

Lewis & Clark
State Recreation Site

Shepperd’s Dell

Ainsworth
State Park

Franz Lake Wildlife
Scenic Viewpoint

Bridal Veil Falls
State Park

Benson State
Recreation Area
(access from
I-84 only)

Rooster Rock
State Park

Guy W. Talbot
State Park

Sandy
River 
Delta

Sandy R.

14

14
30

84

84

84

30

Glenn Otto
Community
Park Portland

Women’s
Forum

Wahkeena
Falls

Horsetail
Falls

EXIT 18EXIT 18EXIT 17EXIT 17

EXIT 28

EXIT 22

START

EXIT 31

EXIT 35

Bridal Veil

Prindle

Warrendale

Skamania

Springdale    

Troutdale

Camas

Washougal

Corbett Vista
House

Latourell Falls

Multnomah
Falls

C o l u m b i a  R i v e r

Freeway

Historic Columbia River Highway
Historic Columbia River Highway 
(vehicles under 35 feet total length)

Vehicle length restrictions  
on the Historic Highway
Increased safety with length restrictions
ODOT plans to restrict the Waterfall Zone of the Historic Highway 
to vehicles under 35 feet in length beginning spring 2020 to reduce 
vehicle conflicts and increase safety. This length restriction applies to 
all vehicles traveling between Vista House and Ainsworth State Park, 
including motorhomes and vehicles towing other vehicles. 
Vehicles over 35 feet can continue east to Portland Women’s Forum, 
but cannot access Vista House. 
Vehicles with a total length over 35 feet must use Interstate 84 
once the restrictions are in place beginning spring 2020. Access to 
Multnomah Falls will be through I-84 Exit 31 for all vehicles over  
35 feet. 
Residents and business within the restriction area should contact 
ODOT for more information.

Why
This restriction will increase safety by reducing the amount of vehicles 
crossing into oncoming traffic lanes around tight curves and narrow 
pinch points on the highway. 
Restricting length on the Historic Highway was a project identified as a 
key near-term recommendation in the multi-agency Historic Columbia 
River Highway Congestion and Transportation Safety  
Improvement Plan. 

(October 2019)


