
Executive Summary 

Dark Sky Standard 
Sensory Processing Disorder and Exposure to Flashing Lights 

MCC 39.6850, MCC 39.7700 

INTRODUCTION 

There is a resident who lives approximately 1,000-1020’ in straight-line view of the proposed cell 
tower and will be greatly and adversely affected by this proposed cell tower with required FAA 
flashing marker lights.  This resident has Sensory Processing Disorder. 

Sensory Processing Disorder or SPD (originally called Sensory Integration Dysfunction) is a 
neurological disorder in which the sensory information that the individual perceives results in 
abnormal responses. 

Sensory processing refers to the way the nervous system receives messages from the senses and 
turns them into responses. For those with Sensory Processing Disorder, sensory information 
goes into the brain but does not get organized into appropriate responses. Those with SPD 
perceive and/or respond to sensory information differently than most other people. Unlike 
people who have impaired sight or hearing, those with Sensory Processing Disorder do detect 
the sensory information; however, the sensory information gets “mixed up” in their brain and 
therefore the responses are inappropriate in the context in which they find themselves. 

A more formal definition is: SPD is a neurophysiologic condition in which sensory input either 
from the environment or from one’s body is poorly detected, modulated, or interpreted and/or 
to which atypical responses are observed. Pioneering occupational therapist and psychologist A. 
Jean Ayres, Ph.D., likened SPD to a neurological “traffic jam” that prevents certain parts of the 
brain from receiving the information needed to interpret sensory information correctly. 

ARGUMENT: 

MCC 39.6850 purposes that Dark Sky Lighting standards are designed to protect and promote 
public health…..and to minimize obtrusive aspects of exterior lighting uses that degrade the 
nighttime visual environment and negatively impact wildlife and human health. 

MCC 39.7700 notes within its purpose and intent that regulations contained herein are 
designed to protect and promote public health, safety, community welfare. 

As stated in MCC 39.6850 and MCC 39.7700, there is purpose to protect and promote public 
health in addition to community welfare.  In the case of this resident who is in straight-line view 
and in close proximity to proposed cell tower with required FAA flashing red/white lights, both 
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her physician and her mother say that these flashing red/white lights will greatly affect her 
welfare and any progress she has made in coping with this disorder.  The flashing red/white 
lights will set her off and set her back in any progress she has made through therapy.  As noted 
by her physician (see Exhibit MAK9), she requires complete darkness for sleep and when she 
does become agitated, she goes outside to walk her therapy dog and walks in the dark.  But if 
the proposed cell tower is constructed, there will no longer be dark skies for her to calm down 
in.  She will be exposed to agitating flashing red lights.  Not to mention during the day she will 
get agitated by the flashing white lights.  She will have nowhere to go for refuge. 

CONCLUSION: 

• It is asked that this proposed cell tower with required FAA flashing red/white lights is 
located at an alternative site because it will greatly and adversely affect this resident 
behaviorally as well as her sleeping pattern as she has Sensory Processing Disorder. 

• If cell tower is not able to be located elsewhere, it is asked that FAA approved Aircraft 
Detection System Lighting is used in lieu of the continuous flashing red/white marker 
lights. 

Exhibits: 

MAK8 – Map showing proximity of resident to proposed cell tower with required FAA flashing 
lights. 
MAK9 – Resident’s physician Letter 
MAK10 – Mother’s letter 
MAK7 – Documentation on Aircraft Detection Lighting System 
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